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Commisioned by the Barcelona City Hall, for the Fòrum de les Cultures 
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After illustrating Els nens del mar by Jaume Escala, and Bertold Brecht’s The 
Children’s Crusade, I felt the urge to paint the faces of war children and this 
mural is the starting point of an artistic itinerary in defence of children’s rights. 
 



IBTIHAL 
CORNELLÀ CASTLE 2006 
 
 
 
The faces of children I will never meet have come to me as images, begging to 
be painted or sculpted… They appear before me and ask me to paint them and 
thus set them free. They’re searching for a voice and asking: how can the world 
be so unjust? 
 
Ibtihal is the name of a little girl mutilated by war; her name means prayer or 
plea. Nothing better defines these children’s call; Ibtihal is a prayer and a plea, 
an ode to peace. 
 
The paintings in the Ibtihal show are based on the 1989 United Nations’ 
Convention on the Rights of the Child and war casts a shadow over every part 
of the journey. The space contains painting, sculpture and an installation: with 
the articles of the Convention written in chalk over the walls and ceiling, 
representing the invulnerability of these rights but also how easily they can be 
violated by absolutely anyone. 
 
Carme Solé Vendrell 
 
 

 

 
 



BLUE YELLOW RED 
RIPOLL ETHNOGRAPHIC MUSEUM 2014 

 
 

 
 
This show is made up of portraits of the children victims of various wars. 
 



WHY?CARME 
CARDEDEU AMB L’ART VIGENT cardedeu active art 
MUSEU ARXIU TOMÀS BALVEY museum/archive 2018 
 

 
After the bombs / Rubble 
 
This work is born of pain. After seeing this child’s photo in a newspaper I felt the 
urge to paint him. He’s sitting in an ambulance after a bombing raid in Syria, a 
vacant look on his blood-stained face. 
I visited Syria in 1987 and I fell in love with the country - now so devastated by 
war. When I set up the show, I included a small installation of some buildings in 
ruins. 
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   CHILDREN’S RIGHTS 



 
 

WHY? PROJECT since 2014 
 

 



WHY? MORE THAN JUST A QUESTION! 
 
The street is the natural space to exhibit WHY?, a place for people of all ages, 
where society expresses it’s diversity. This makes it the perfect platform for 
WHY? to raise its voice against the constant violations of the rights of the child. 
 
The purpose of WHY? is to stage original events where art sounds the alarm: 
using images which grab our attention, provoke our concern and raise the 
question: what do we do when confronted with a child’s imploring gaze? 
 
WHY? A SUSTAINABLE PROJECT AND A RESPONSE COMMITTED TO 
CONTINUITY  

Jaume Escala and I have been on this crusade since 2014, and we have been 
able to gauge public interest in WHY? through the amount of support given 
privately, from the offer to use balconies and terraces and from museums. I 
have been able to show more than one hundred of the most diverse children's 
faces through these expressive paintings which are so dear to me.No obstante, 
queremos ir más allá para perpetuar la presencia WHY? y ampliarla.  

The time has come however, to go a step further to ensure that WHY? has a 
more permanent and wider presence. The project requires support and 
sponsorship from private and public funding institutions in order for WHY? to 
take on a new dimension and reach the general public, beyond its present 
scope of libraries, museums, schools and universities, whose interest has 
confirmed our belief in it’s effectiveness and relevance. 
 
I have worked long and hard in the cause of children through the books I have 
published and illustrated. I have had the privilege of working with Gabriel García 
Marquéz, Pere Calders, Mercè Rodoreda... My books have been published in 
many languages and this has given me the opportunity to travel all over the 
world. I have seen children in extremely vulnerable situations and this is what 
has led me to the realization that I must apply all my professional commitment 
to champion the rights of children at risk. 

As an illustrator I have been honoured twice with the Premio Nacional de 
Ilustración, the Creu de San Jordi, the Premi Nacional Il.lustració, l’Octogone la 
Fonte ( French Literary Critics Award ) and the Janush Korzsak Award, among 
others 

WHY? A PERSONAL REFLEXION 
 

I am fully aware of the breadth of this project and of the ambition which drives it 
forward and motivates me to share it. I am also fully convinced that we will find 
the co-operation we need and the means necessary to consolidate this project 
which brings so much hope to our children. 
 
This project is a dream come true for me. It enables me to express myself and 
my vision of a just society through my work. Several years ago I went from 
inventing reality to painting reality. 



 
It’s the children that reach out and beg me to paint them, and I paint them to 
give them a voice. 
 
So it’s with a firm voice that I make this call, this call which fills me with the 
strength to fight and to make my voice heard, to launch this heart-felt campaign 
for social justice. 
 
Carme Solé Vendrell 
 
2022 

                      

                   “There are monsters who live in stories, 

   but there are others, like hunger and war, 

                    abuse or slavery, that live in the daily lives 

                   of children all over the world ”  
 
 



WHY? PROJECT 
50 YEARS OF CHILDREN’S BOOKS. 
 
In 1991 I illustrated Els nens del mar  the first book in which I denounced the 
violation of the rights of the child. It was awarded the 1992 Prix Octogone La 
Fonte as “a watershed in the history of the graphic novel”. This a good place to 
start discussing WHY? 
 
In 1992 I illustrated The Children’s Crusade, a poem by the German author 
Bertold Brecht. The story, based on historical events, inspired me to paint the 
faces of children living hrough wars and their consequences.A raíz de esto el 

Thanks to that, Barcelona’s City Hall commisioned a peace-mural for the 
FORUM DE LES CULTURES 2004: IBTIHAL featuring the portraits of the faces 
of 30 war-children, (oil on canvas, 8 x 3 m). Since then I have launched a series 
of shows of painting and sculpture in defence of the Rights of the Child: 
2006 Cornellà de Llobregat Castle, IBTIHAL. 
2010 Tomàs Balbey Archive, Cardedeu, IBTIHAL. 
2010 Capella de Sant Joan, Vilafranca del Penedès, IBTIHAL.   
2013 Etnographic Museum, Ripoll, BLAU GROC ROIG. 
2014 La Unió, Teià, LA CROADA DELS NENS (The Children’s Crusade). 
2014 Museum of Rural Life, l’Espluga de Francolí, LA CROADA DELS NENS. 
2017 La Fassina de can Feu, Sant Sadurní d’Anoia, INFANTS. 
 

 
 
In September 2014, I brought these children out onto the street and exhibited 
them from the balconies of Barcelona. 
At the moment there are more than 100 WHY? portraits around Barcelona and 
other towns and cities: Granollers, Girona, Montgat, Sant Cugat, Ullastrell, 
Castellterçol, Còrdova, Gijón. 



WHY? PROJECT   AN URBAN ART GALLERY 
 
WHY? An original and innovative happening. It’s the first time an established 
artist has used the street as an art gallery, thus creating a dialogue with the 
general public and generating coverage from national and international media. 
 
WHY? EVENTS 
20 November 2014, INTERNATIONAL DAY OF THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD 
many of Catalonia’s major cities joined the campaign, displaying WHY? 
portraits from the balconies of their City Halls: Barcelona, Sant Boi de Llobregat, 
Cornellà de Llobregat, Ripoll and Badalona. 
 
2014 – 2017 WHY? events in schools, libraries and universities and public 
spaces. These events have been a huge sucess as social and artistic 
gatherings, promoting complicity and solidarity 

 
  
WHY?  
 
In 2018, as part of my 50 year retrospective Per Què / Carme Solé Vendrell at 
the Palau Robert in Barcelona we salvaged many of the pieces from the 
previous shows to put together a huge 13 x 9 m piece with the intention that it 
becomes a reference for the city of Barcelona. The work brings together 60 
portraits of children that had already been shown on the street,showing the 
effects of the elements: the changes brought about by the passage of time. 
 



WHY? THE BOOK 
 
As part of the Palau Robert show we published a WHY? booklet which explains 
the trajectory of the campaign. The proceeds go to the Sant Joan de Déu social 
fund.  

                                                                    
2018/2019/2020/2021 WHY? EVENTS 
 
The WHY? campaign continues with a new project set up with the Barcelona 
City Hall staging four events in the publc libraries at Can Mariner (Horta), Juan 
Marsé (El Carmel), Joan Maragall (Sarrià-Sant Gervasi) and Can Fabra (Sant 
Andreu). 
 

     
Biblioteca Can Mariner (Horta)                  Biblioteca Juan Marsé (El Carmel) 
 

     
Biblioteca Joan Maragall (Sarrià)             Biblioteca Can Fabra (Sant Andreu) 

 
 



CCCB Interacción 18 “WHY?” PROJECT. Art as a vehicle for transmitting the 
intangible.” 

 
 
 
Exhibition Museu Arxiu Tomàs Balbey, Cardedeu.                                              
We staged WHY? events in all the town’s schools with children and young 
adults who subsequently visited the show. The event had an unprecedented 
reception. 

 

 



CCCB / WHY? event  as part of Món Llibre: a tribute to Gabriel García 
Márquez  

 

 
 
 
WHY? MIRADES. Ripoll, Chyrch  Sant Pere 2019  
 

 
 



1924 WHY? / In defence of the Rights of the Child.  Palau Robert 19 
November, 2019 
Pictorial event to commemorate the First Delaration of the Rights of the Child by 
Eglantyne Jebb in 1924 
 

 

 

 

 



Port of Barcelona 2020/ Event at Barcelona Port, 20 November dedicated to 
the Rights of the Child 
Installation at Barcelona’s Museu Marítim 
 

    
 

 

2021/Installation WHY? On November 20 in the city councils of Barcelona, 
Badalona and Ripoll. Also at the Palau Robert, Montserrat and Madrid 
 
 

     
                                                   



 

 WHY?   
 
In defence of the Rights of the Child, as recognized by the Geneva Convention  
and adopted by the United Nations, 20th of November 1989 
 

Universidad de Girona                               Semana Negra, Gijón                                                                                                                                                            
 

Biblioteca Can Fabra, con música                  Consell D’Infants, Ayuntamiento Badalona 

 

Carme Solé Vendrell 0034 678 285 485 

Jaume Escala 0034 670 239 318 

 

www.carmesolevendrell.com                                                                                                                                            

    

 

 

http://www.carmesolevendrell.com/
https://www.instagram.com/carmesolevendrell/
https://www.facebook.com/carme.solevendrell/
https://twitter.com/whycarme
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC47LVi56yJL3068ldHAuklw/videos

	FORUM 2004
	IBTIHAL
	IBTIHAL

